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aarious ealour options are in the
pipeline, but for now the Zemi only
comes in & high gloss black finish
The unit is supplied with a Yorkie
bar-sized remote made from solid
brushed metal with just three large
buttons (power, volume up and
diwm). There's mo display, bor LEDY
lights behind the grille indicate the
power status and volume

Alrthough the Zemi can be used wath
non-Apple devices, s raison dére is
as an AirPlay speakes [ find it simple
enouzh o hook the speaker on o my
wi-fi merwaork by tethering my iPhone
o the Temi's miy USE socker and
accepting the automatically generated
onscreen roquest 1o allow the speaker
access 1o the network. The Zemi then
appears as an AirPlay option in my
iTunes on my MacBook Air Selecting
AirPFlay in iTanes is obvious, less 5o
when using the deskiop Audivarna+
anickicy r.||:::.-'rr fir's bocated in the
preferences) and when using Spotify
aF any odher sreaming servics you
ke o dabve arcund in the OS" Andio
Micki wtilisw to find the insruetion o
‘use this device’,

Sound quality

It has a 24-biv26kHz DAC (when
used with the optical input), buz over
AfrPlay using Audivarna+ hi-res
signals are rransmimed as PCM with
decoding at 16-bit/44kHz. The results
are mighty good with just one or two
caveats. Firsthy the soundfield is mo
as omnidirectional as Pellisari claims.
Cloge your eyes and it's easy enough
[ 1] |'|i:| FHIIJtl thee anairee. Mol that the
sound feels cramped or constrained.
Ir's Hight and airy and the twin

CONNECTIONS

rweeters throw out a well imaged and
enjoyable sonic foctprine.

Daft Punk's Get Lucky can sound
guite muddy in the midrange on
inferior speakers, but here it has a
keen_ well-imed bass, distimctive
guirar rwang and smooth but refined
vocals, particularly when Pharrell’s
voice hits the higher registers,

Radiohead’s Karma Police as
inrerpresed by the NMoordpool
Orchestra highlights the speaker's
aptitude with mult-layered
recordings. The mumpet and
percusion ane able o deliver a h-.ig
sound that's not cramped, but has
room o hreathe, The low murmuar of
strings, the definess of the piano and
the grip it holds as the piece builds o

It's arobust sound,
coherent and
powerful yet subtle
and feather light

a crescendo combining w result in a
powerful, distinguished big band
sound. The Zemi almost comes a
cropper with the bass, not in terms
of extension but with reverberation,
which does happen if it 5 positioned
o Close 1o a reflecting surface and if
the metal grille is in place.

This is a shame as aesthetically the
grille makes an Impact. Bur removing
it gives more punch to the midrange
and more vimlity at higher frequencies
Orver on Spotify, another cover version
- Billie Jean h:,.' Winterplay - reveals
how classy the tweeters are, Helped
in no small measure by the excellent
dming and exmure of the doubde bass,
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the effortiess underpinning of the
bongos and the subtle verve of
the lead guitar, the vocals have a
gorgeous and incredibly well refined
veneer and the speaker again proves
rlmll'.'ldi.'?l at dEﬂJu:,p; w:ll:h |E|:.-1.-|.':-:.
with the trumpet coming in and
bending assuredly rather than
cbiscuring Haswon's voice. In erms
of somic placement and ronal balance,
each instrument feels right, with the
vocals just pushed slightly w the fore.
Back on the heavy dury smaff,
Dvorak’s Mew World Symphony in all
its S0 goodness shows how adept
the Femi is with meatier, classical
fochder. Ir's a robuwst sound, coherent,
at tmes energetic and powerful, at
others subthe and feather light. The
definition of a good system is one that
doesn’y need any fiddling with the
volume as the :-;:,-ml:hlm].' fluctiiates
wildly from its pianissimo moments
- a single French homm and piccolo -
to the fortssima, embracing almos:
an entire orchestra at full pele. This
speaker easily passes the test and
draws you in o the exvent that vou
can hil‘ppi:':‘ listen to it for several
hoaurs st fl:-r]i:lq.'. »::ll1|l:':°|J|3.' WEAry
[ crank up the volume as the piece
itz fs crescendo just o see how far |
can push it and the bottom end gets a
bit shaky, but this is a complex piece
that can derail a pair of Hoorstanders,
never mind a single bowling
ball-sized speaker. New World is also a
ot st fior the speaker’s Bluetooth
1_-.r|:.|.i||."ui|'il i F'.l:rF'L'l'!.' haid & it mine
texture and sounds more dynamic,
espacially at the lower end wihene you
can feel more vibratbon in the srings.

Conclusion

The Zemi is not the perfect AirPlay
speaker, burt ir's noe far off. It's a bit
Foa h,l.'nn:_'_.' b placement amd it
needs to be stripped of its metal grille
o ger the most our of it That said, it's
distinctive looking, easy 1o use and is
versatle enough to cope with a wide
range of sources @
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